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enjoy the outdoors and spend time with fam-
ily and friends. With nearly 13 million rec-
reational boats on our oceans, lakes, and riv-
ers, boating is a popular pastime. However,
far too many Americans are hurt or killed
each year in boating accidents that are largely
preventable.

Each year, of the thousands of boating ac-
cidents that occur, many are caused by oper-
ators who are careless, reckless, or inexperi-
enced. In most cases, boat operators had re-
ceived no safety instruction, and many of
those who died could have been saved if they
had worn life jackets. During National Safe
Boating week, we seek to raise awareness to
improve safety and reduce accidents on our
Nation’s waters.

Across the Nation, many groups are work-
ing to teach recreational boaters how they
can make boating safer through the 2004
North American Safe Boating Campaign.
These include the U.S. Coast Guard, the
Coast Guard Auxiliary, the National Safe
Boating Council, and the National Associa-
tion of State Boating Law Administrators.
These groups recommend that boaters get
boat safety checks, ensure that boats are
properly maintained, take safe boating class-
es, be aware of homeland security issues, al-
ways wear a life jacket, and never operate
a boat under the influence of alcohol or
drugs. By learning about boating safety and
taking some simple precautions, recreational
boaters can reduce the risk of accidents and
ensure that they enjoy their time on the
water responsibly.

In recognition of the importance of safe
boating practices, the Congress, by joint res-
olution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C.
131), as amended, has authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim annually
the 7-day period prior to Memorial Day
weekend as “National Safe Boating Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 22 through May 28,
2004, as National Safe Boating Week. I en-
courage the Governors of the 50 States and
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and offi-
cials of other areas subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, to join in observing this
occasion. I also urge all boaters to learn more
about safe boating practices, always wear life
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jackets, and take advantage of boating safety
programs throughout the year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 25, 2004]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 26. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.
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Good morning. This week brought further
evidence that across America, more citizens
are finding jobs. The Department of Labor
reported State-by-State job results, and these
figures show that America’s jobs engine is
running strong.

Nationally, we gained 288,000 new jobs in
April, and the Nation has added more than
1.1 million new jobs since last August. The
unemployment rate has fallen steadily and
now stands at 5.6 percent, down from 6.3
percent last June and lower than the average
unemployment rate of the 1970s, 1980s, and
1990s.

In April, the biggest job gaining States
were Florida, North Carolina, Missouri, and
Michigan. Forty-five States out of 50 added
new workers. In some States, job creation
had been strong for many months. Florida
has gained more than a quarter million new
jobs since December 2001. In Nevada,
90,000 new jobs have been created since Jan-
uary of 2002, and Missouri has added 57,000
jobs since last summer.

States that have trailed in job growth are
now making progress. Wisconsin and Ohio
have each added more than 30,000 new jobs
this year. New Hampshire gained 2,700 new
jobs in April alone. And in Oregon, the un-
employment rate has fallen from a high of
8.7 percent last summer down to 6.7 percent
in April as the State has added 29,000 new
jobs.
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These gains are the result of the hard work
of Americans and a progrowth, projobs agen-
da that begins with tax relief. When we let
the American people keep more of what they
earn and save, they put that money to good
use. They demand more goods and services,
which creates demand for new workers. Now
that our economy is expanding and adding
more jobs, we need to make sure Americans
keep their tax relief.

Congress has begun to act. The House of
Representatives has voted to make marriage
penalty relief permanent and to keep the ex-
panded 10-percent bracket. This week the
House also voted to make permanent the
$1,000 per child tax credit which is helping
so many families. I congratulate the House
on these important votes. Now the Senate
should take action so we do not raise taxes
on the American people.

To sustain our economic growth, we must
also ensure affordable and reliable sources
of energy. To protect consumers against high
prices, the Department of Energy has estab-
lished a hotline to gather complaints of price
gouging. This weekend in Amsterdam, Sec-
retary Spence Abraham is meeting with pe-
troleum producers from around the world on
actions they can take to help the U.S. and
global economy. Also, we have reformed
Federal regulations to allow badly needed
improvements and expansion of the Nation’s
petroleum refineries, so that more gasoline
can get to the market quickly.

But our Nation must address fundamental
energy challenges that have built over time.
I have increased fuel economy standards for
SUVs, vans, and pickups. And 3 years ago,
I submitted to Congress a national energy
strategy that would address our long-term
energy needs. It called for tax incentives for
fuel-efficient hybrid vehicles, more explo-
ration in places like Alaska, and greater use
of ethanol, a reliable source of energy pro-
duced on our farms.

This national strategy would help make our
country less dependent on foreign sources of
energy. Yet, these measures have been re-
peatedly blocked by Members of the Senate,
and American consumers are paying the
price. Three years is long enough. I urge the
Congress to end the delays and pass com-
prehensive energy legislation.

943

With the right policies, we will maintain
the strong forward momentum of the Amer-
ican economy, which is creating thousands
of new jobs for American workers.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 11:50 a.m.
on May 21 at Louisiana State University in Baton
Rouge, LA, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May
22. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 21 but was
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address.
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The President. Thank you all for coming.
Welcome to the Rose Garden, and congratu-
lations to the 2003 WNBA championship
team from Detroit. That’'s who were here
to honor. It’s good to welcome the coach.
[Laughter] I don’t know if 20 years ago they
would have thought of you as a coach.

Mr. Laimbeer. 1 know. I know. [Laugh-
ter]

The President. But he made a pretty darn
good one, didn’t he? I'm real proud of your
leadership. I want to thank Tom Wilson for
being here; Val Ackerman, here as well. I
want to thank the players and the coaches
for coming.

This is an historic season for the Shock.
After all, you went from worst to first. Isn’t
that right?

Team member. Yes, that’s right. [Laugh-
ter]

The President. And interestingly enough,
in winning the championship, you drew the
largest crowd in league history, which says
something about the talent and the flare and
the charisma of the players. I think one of
the things that good teams do is, they decide
to be a team. They come together and say,
“We're going to win as a team.” And that’s
what this team did. There was tremendous
discipline, hard work, and good leadership.
And I'm proud of the fact, and I know the
women on this team are, that you were

Coach of the Year in the WNBA.



